JUNIPER GREEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

REPORT ON PLANNING MATTERS ARISING SINCE THE MARCH REPORT PREPARED BY THE PLANNING CONVENOR

DATE: 22 APRIL 2013

SESplan/Edinburgh Local Plan.

The examination of SESplan by the Reporter for the Scottish Government is now complete, and his report has been sent to Scottish Ministers. It was published on 15 April 2013. It runs to 373 pages, including over 100 pages on housing land allocation. I will provide more detail at the meeting.
Following City of Edinburgh Council’s announcement that the Proposed Local Plan will be published by the end of April 2013, the draft Plan was approved at the Planning Committee meeting on 19 March.

We now await the publication of the Plan, expected on 1 May.
Once the Plan is published there will be a period of 6 weeks during which representations are invited from any individual or organisation wishing to propose amendments to the Plan. These will be considered again by the Planning Committee, probably in December 2013. After this, the amended Plan will be submitted to the Scottish Government, together with all representations, and it will be examined by a Reporter appointed by the Scottish Government prior to its publication.

In preparation for the publication of the proposed Plan, a meeting with Currie and Balerno CCs and other interested bodies was held on 25 March to discuss further submissions to the Local Plan process. A further meeting will be held on 29 April.
Planning Applications received between 24 March 2013 and 22 April 2013:

13/00780/PNT Telecomms Apparatus 20 Metres Northeast Of 2 Baberton Mains Terrace Edinburgh Notice of intention to install telecommunications apparatus. Application validated 11/03/2013, granted 19/03/2013. Permitted development.
13/00519/FUL 36 Baberton Avenue Edinburgh EH14 5DR To replace existing windows with uPVC double glazed units matching the appearance of the existing. 4 sash and case, 2 casement, one small bathroom window and one fixed window. Application validated 27/02/2013, comments by 03/05/2013.

13/00960/FUL 11 Baberton Mains Park EH14 3DX Erection of a sun lounge. Application validated 26/03/2013 , granted 11/04/2013. Permitted development.
13/01170/FUL 452 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5BB Single storey rear extension and internal alterations. Application validated 11/04/2013, comments by 06/05/2013.

Previous applications determined between 24 March 2013 and 22 April 2013:

13/00302/FUL 127 Baberton Mains Drive Edinburgh EH14 3EA Alter and extend existing dwelling house. Application validated 31/01/2013, granted 28/03/2013.

13/00373/FUL 561 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5DE. Install three velux windows to rear of property. Application validated 08/02/2013, granted 05/04/2013. 
Previous applications still not determined:

13/00525/FUL 9 Baberton Mains Row Edinburgh EH14 3EH Two storey extension to gable side of house and extension with dormer window to rear. Application validated 05/03/2013, comments by 27/03/2013.

13/00668/FUL 505 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5DQ Extension to side of property at first floor level. Application validated 06/03/2013, comments by 05/04/2013.

13/00781/FUL 35 Baberton Crescent Edinburgh EH14 5BW. 1 1/2 storey extension to rear with dormer and new dormer to front. Application validated 13/03/2013, comments by 12/04/2013.
Progress on Major Planning Applications:

11/01641/FUL 50 Baberton Avenue Juniper Green Edinburgh EH14 5DU. Proposed development of sheltered apartments for the elderly plus communal facilities, car parking spaces and soft and hard landscaping. Consent given 01/09/2011 when a s.75 planning agreement was concluded.
11/01641/CON 50 Baberton Avenue Juniper Green Edinburgh EH14 5DU. Demolition of club house building and all attached ancillary buildings - Proposed development of sheltered apartments for the elderly plus communal facilities, car parking spaces and soft and hard landscaping. Consent given 01/09/2011.
Work on the new road and turning circle still not quite complete, and a pavement has been constructed round the turning circle. Construction of the new golf clubhouse is now finished. Work on the McCarthy & Stone site is now progressing, and is expected to continue until September 2013.  A separate planning consent has been given (12/02280/FUL) for an electricity substation adjacent to the turning circle. Demolition of the old Janitor’s house is also now complete, and discussions are continuing on the use of this site on the east side of the Village Hall for a community garden.. 

11/01914/CON & 11/01914/FUL Juniper Green Primary School 1A Woodhall Terrace Juniper Green EH14 5BS. Private residential development comprising a total of 7 houses and 4 apartments.  Apartments and 3 mews houses to be located within the existing school building with partial demolition to the rear.  Existing outbuildings within old playground to be removed to accommodate new buildings to rear of site comprising 3 terraced townhouses, 1 detached house and associated garden ground and parking.  New vehicular and pedestrian entrance to be formed off Baberton Avenue. Application validated 13/06/2011, Consent granted 24/02/2012, and Listed Building consent for partial demolition granted 19/03/2012. A section 75 agreement covering this development will see contributions of £5000 to Safer Routes to School and £5000 to improvements to the bus stop at Baberton Avenue.

The Planning Department wrote to Historic Scotland on 17 February 2012 notifying their intention to give consent to partial demolition of the existing buildings. The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland has been given access to the site for 3 months to record the building, structure and other items of interest. The stated reason for this is in order to safeguard the interests of archaeological heritage.

Construction work started on 24 October and is due to continue until the autumn of 2013. The city archaeologist is satisfied with the site and findings to date, and requires a watching brief during construction such that if there were any findings these could be recorded. The developer is aware of the requirements and will keep CEC advised as the site develops. 

Enforcement Cases:

None
Other issues.

Following contact with the Post Office about the positioning of the pouch boxes at the junction of Baberton Avenue and Belmont Road, changes have now been made to the way deliveries are organised. This may well result in the relocation or removal of one or both of these boxes sometime in 2012 or 2013. I have still not heard anything further.

The redevelopment of the Veitch’s nursery site at 7 Lanark Road West (just outside our boundary) for affordable housing under existing planning consents dating from 2007 is now being undertaken by Link Scotland. Work started at the end of October 2011, and is now nearing completion. 

Following the rejection of their application to build houses at Muir Wood Field, Taylor Wimpey have now submitted an appeal. We are statutory consultees under the major development provisions of the 2006 Planning Act, and as such responded to the application which was submitted on 6 June 2012, and closed for comments on 13 July 2012. There were 425 public comments, and 18 from statutory consultees. The application went to committee on 10 October, and was refused. We have submitted a further objection to the development, and I will be attending the hearing, which will take place in Currie Bowling Club on 23 & 24 April.
Currie Community Council have set a sub-committee to discuss possible future uses of this site, and JGCC have been invited to take part. Meetings have so far been held on 26 November and 15 January, and a further meeting took place on 12 March.   

The planning consent for Kinleith Mill was submitted on 3 December 2012 following a pre-application consultation which started with a public exhibition in Currie Library in June 2012. Following comments from Currie CC, I submitted reservations on 8 January 2013 concerning the handling of neighbour notification and traffic at the top of Blinkbonny Road. Not yet determined – more information was posted on website on 15, 25 and 27 February 2013.

David Wilson Homes are carrying out a Pre-Application Consultation for a proposal to build about 300 houses at Cockburn Crescent in Balerno. This site is in the Green Belt. An exhibition was held in Balerno on 28 February, and responses to the questionnaire were requested by 29 March. 

Neil Ingram

Planning Convenor
